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FEB 2 4 2000 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 2 

290 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK, NY 10007-1866 

George B. Brooks, P.E. 
Deputy for Programs and Project Management 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Buffalo District 
Department of the Army 
1776 Niagara Street 
Buffalo, New York 14207-3199 

RE: Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS), Lewiston, New York 

Dear Mr. Brooks: 

Inclement weather last Friday forced a postponement ofthe February 18 meeting between EPA -
Region 2, Buffalo USACE, NYSDEC, and NYSDOH on the NFSS and Linde FUSRAP sites. I 
regret that Mother Nature threw us a curve ball, but hope that we can move forward on the issues 
in the interim period before the re-scheduled meeting. This letter serves to: (1) re-state EPA's 
positions and requests on the more significant issues involving NFSS; (2) initiate development of 
the Buffalo USACE/EPA - Region 2 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for non-NPL 
FUSRAP sites; and, (3) forward documents which are relevant to the issues listed below for 
USACE consideration on responding to and moving forward on NFSS issues. 

II> EPA concurs with the National Research Council study conclusion that there is a 
significant possibility in the future ofNFSS remedy failure (ground water 
contamination), requiring further corrective actions and ground water 
protection/remediation measures ifNFSS waste materials are not removed from 
the site; 

The highly concentrated K-65 residues and other highly concentrated residues 
stored on-site should ultimately be disposed of in a manner consistent with good 
management practices for high level radioactive waste; 

We have not yet received, and request that you immediately provide, the Draft 
Scope of Work - Remedial InvestigationlFeasibility Study/Proposed Plan for 
NFSS. 
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The following infonnation, which was to be presented at our afore-mentioned meeting, has been 
enclosed for your infonnation and consideration: 

(1) NFSS Site Background & Chronology of Historical Events: Status of Disposal of 
K-65 Radioactive Waste, April 2, 1998, prepared by U.S. EPA - Region 2 

(2) Definitions of Wastes Found at NFSS: Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) 
Residues and Wastes, an EPA - Region 2 list of definitions extracted from NFSS 
site characterization reports 

(3) Table 3.5: Estimated Radium-226 Inventory in Contaminated Materials at NFSS 
as of Completion of Interim Remedial Actions in 1985, taken from a site 
characterization report, date unknown 

(4) NFSS Fact Sheet: Transfer of K-65 Residues From Building 434 to Building 411, 
Niagara Falls Storage Site, an EPA - Region 2 summary of events 

(5) Report on NFSS by the National Research Council of the National Academy of 
Sciences: Safety of the High-Level Uranium Ore Residues at the Niagara Falls 
Storage Site, Lewiston, New York, 1995, Committee on Remediation of Buried 
and Tank Wastes, National Research Council, National Academy of Sciences 

(6) Letter from Paul Giardina, EPA - Region 2, to Mr. Raymond Pilon, Buffalo 
USACE, dated March 1, 1999, stating EPA's position on NFSS waste disposition 
and handling ofK-65 residues 

(7) Letter from Dr. Paul Merges, New York State DEC, to Mr. Raymond Pilon, 
Buffalo USACE, dated February 22, 1999, transmitting DEC's comments on 
USACE's Draft SOW - RIIFSlProposed Plan 

Of great concern to me is the complete lack of responsiveness to my March 1, 1999 letter to Mr. 
Raymond Pilon of your staff (Item 6 listed above and enclosed within). As you may recall, a 
similar record of unresponsiveness by Mr. Pilon exists with EPA - Region 2 on the Linde site. I 
need not recount the problems to both our agencies caused by that lack of responsiveness. 
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In an attempt to forestall a similar situation, and as previously discussed between EPA - Region 2 
and Buffalo USACE, a MOU between our agencies would, I believe, go a long way toward more 
timely and effective identification and resolution of issues at non-NPL FUSRAP sites in EPA
Region 2 which are managed by Buffalo US ACE. To this end, the enclosed Draft Proposal for 
MOU Development is a first step toward completing a MOU. I am soliciting Ruffalo USACE 
input on the draft Proposal by March 1. Please forward your comments to David Kluesner of my 
staff, who is serving as the lead for MOU development and can be reached at (212) 637-4002. 

I look forward to continuing our discussions on, and resolution of, NFSS issues. Please feel free 
to call me at (212) 637-4010 should you wish to discuss matters in further detail. 
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/ Paul A~i~rdina, Chief 
Radiation and Indoor Air Branch 

Enclosures 
cc: Paul Merges, Ph.D., NYSDEC 

Lt. Col. Mark Feierstein 
Dr. Karim Rimawi, NYSDOH 
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